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Richmond Public Schools named a semi-finalist for  
$10M XQ Super School Project 

RICHMOND, Va. – Richmond Public Schools (RPS) is one of 348 national semi-finalists in the 
running to receive up to $10 million as part of the XQ Super School Contest.  The contest aims to 
challenge teams of students, teachers, parents and community leaders across the nation to 
conceptualize new and innovative models for 21st century learning in high school. As a semi-
finalist, RPS advances to the develop phase, the third and final phase of the competition.  
 
RPS' proposal, The Richmond Academy for Innovative STEAM Education (RAISE), partners with 
Ford Next Generation Learning, Virginia Manufacturers Association and the Sullivan Alliance to 
bring authentic learning experiences through project-based learning (PBL) in science, 
technology, engineering, arts and mathematics (STEAM) to high school students.  
 
Launched in September 2015, the XQ: Super School Project is a growing movement to reimagine 
what is possible for public education in America, and a hub for community voices, cutting-edge 
ideas and expert resources to make real change possible. Funding is made possible through the 
Board of the XQ Institute, chaired by Laurene Powell Jobs, the widow of Apple co-founder Steve 
Jobs. 
 
“Everyone involved in the XQ movement believes that high school education is fundamental to a 
vital nation. We are awed by the enthusiasm, optimism and renewed respect for public education 
reflected in so many of the applications. No prize, no matter how large, can create that kind of 
authentic renewal of faith and hope. XQ didn’t make that, this challenge is only a vehicle for 
teams and communities to do it themselves,” said Russlynn Ali, chief executive officer of XQ 
Institute.  
 
This year, over 700 teams submitted proposals. If selected, RPS would receive $10 million over 
five years to make the RAISE concept a reality. The top five winners will be announced in August 
2016. 
 
For additional information, visit xqsuperschool.org. 
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